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	Nowadays there are about 2,500 well-known microorganisms that cause infectious diseases. About 300 nosological forms have been distinctly described. According to the international classification the infectious diseases relate to 13 classes and 975 rubrics. They constitute up to 60-70 % of the total morbidity. In polyclinics 4-6 patients out of 10 suffer from infectious diseases. The responsibility for the exposure of the infectious morbidity is taken by the physicians of the “first line” – therapists, surgeons, gynecologists and other specialists. Now it is distinctly ascertained that the infectious agents are the basic or leading ethiological factor of the different branches of the medical science.
	The origin of the infectious diseases dates back from the ancient times. The old archives that contain the man’s descriptions of his thoughts with the help of signs tell us that he already suffered from such diseases as leprosy, hydrophobia, malaria, trachoma, fungous, helmintic and some other diseases. 
Although the infectious diseases exist as long as life itself, their studying started comparatively not long ago. It is one of the youngest branches of science. The scientific history of the infectious diseases started at the end of the 19th century when the term “infectious disease” was introduced, and it was determined that they were caused by the microorganisms. 
The common feature of the majority of the infectious diseases is the possibility of transmission from the affected organism to a healthy one, and the ability of massive (epidemic) spreading. An infectious disease is the extreme stage of the infectious process development, which manifests in different signs and changes of the biological, chemical and epidemiological order. 
The origin of the infectious diseases and their nature were discovered owing to the brilliant success of bacteriology. That is why for a long period of time the infectious process was identified only with the activity of microorganism without any consideration of the physiological aspects of the microorganism. Another thesis of the development of the disease is the result of the violation of the certain form of the organism’s adaptation to the environment at the change of its conditions. In other words, all the participants of the pathologic process are noted for the biological activity, functional mobility and the ability to develop.
The improvement of the infectious diseases diagnostics is closely connected with the development of microbiologic, gene-diagnostic, immunological methods of investigation. 
In the historical aspect only from the 17th century when the improvement of the agricultural production resulted in a better nutrition, it had an immediate effect on the outcome of some infectious diseases. At the beginning of the 19th century the improvement of the sanitary-hygienic control over food and water resulted in the decrease of many infectious diseases transmission. Later the knowledge of the specific etiology of the infectious diseases promoted the creation of the scientific base for their prevention and treatment. In the 20th century when the methods of immunization were widely used and especially when the antibiotics appeared the morbidity and mortality from infectious diseases were considerably reduced. The children’s mortality was sharply reduced. The lifetime in the developed countries increased from 47 years on the average till 70 years.
	Due to the technological achievements a large number of antibacterial and antiviral drugs have been made. The availability of drugs considerably dilates therapeutic capabilities, but also demands a scientifically reasonable differentiated approach. After a considerable increase of the treatment efficiency of bacterial infections in the 50-60s, despite the appearance of a broad spectrum of new antibiotics, the multiple increase of uptaken doses, there have been no adequate progress in the results of treatment, but the number of cases of the drugs intolerance and therapy complications have increased.


